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THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
SMART SCHOOLS 
(ICSS 2018)


SMART SCHOOLS 
IN THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION	Comment by Microsoft Office User: I think that shortening the subtitle would cause the reader to become curious and continue reading the announcement.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Ly Tu Trong College, in partnership with Arizona State University and other key partners, is delighted to announce the 2018 International Conference on Smart Schools (ICSS 2018) in the context of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The conference will be held at Ly Tu Trong College’s premises in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
The conference will serve as a global platform for presentations, discussion, collaboration and intellectual exchange among educational leaders, academicians and those who have a professional interest in developing smart schools in the Fourth Industrial Revolution Era.
We are interested in inviting prospective researchers, educators, practitioners and participants from various higher education institutions, including Vietnamese and international colleges and universities in both thebprivate and public sectors. We also would like to invite those who are working for relatednbusinesses and advocacy groups to attend the conference.
The conference is encouraging and inviting the contribution of research papers and findings that analyze and study the sub-themes mentioned below. 
A. Understanding the Concept of Smart Schools 
1. Shifting Education Paradigms and Establishing Teacher-Student Interactions through Technology
Traditional teaching methods have caused teachers to cling to their extensive knowledge and theoretical frameworks. Teachers usually lecture and use the blackboard, while rarely interacting with students in the classroom. Moreover, teachers find it difficult to explain concepts to the students since they encounter a shortage of teaching aids and time. 
Rapid movement of information technology across the world has become the norm, and as a consequence, a remarkable transformation across a variety of institutional forms has occurred. A smart school is a modernized method of education that greatly enhances the effectiveness of higher education institutions. The utilization and integration of technology in education will greatly contribute to the enhancement of teacher-student interactions, as well as improve teaching and learning quality. 
2. Shaping the Institutions and Classrooms of the Future with New Technology
Education is changing right now, and technology will certainly be one of the major factors that propel education into the future. Technology and knowledge of the learning process in the information age have germinated a metamorphosis of the institutions, classrooms and teaching methods.
3. Developing MaGICX Classroom of the Future 
In response to the emerging challenges of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, Malaysia’s Ministry of Education has developed various initiatives to redesign higher education. The MaGICX Classroom of the Future project has been successfully launched by the Minister of Malaysia Higher Education as one of the implemented initiatives. The "MaGICX project has developed new creative skills and offered authentic learning-by-doing 'experiences'" - said by Ajune Wanis Ismail, Head of Mivielab.
B. Developing Strategies for Smart Schools in Vietnam in the Fourth Industrial Revolution Context
1. Developing Solutions for Smart Schools in Vietnam
As we are in the precipice of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, the rise of robotics, mobile supercomputing, automation and artificial intelligence has made technology part of our lives. Technology has not only enabled innovations in the way that we perform daily tasks and communication, but also has had enormous impacts on education. The use of high tech in education will help enhance student learning performance and outcomes. 
However, while the world is entering the Fourth Industrial Revolution Era, Vietnam was identified by the World Economic Forum as being among the countries that are least prepared for the movement, in terms of education, human resources, innovation and technology. Therefore, Vietnam now is in need of strategies for establishing smart schools so the country will be in the main stream of technology integration in education. 
2. Developing High-quality Human Resource in the Fourth Industrial Revolution Context
The new technologies will affect all disciplines and industries, and even challenge our human resources. Human resources are a crucial factor for participating in the Fourth Industrial Revolution and the requirements for human resources are on the rise. In order to adapt to this new trend and ensure a place in the new order, employees will require retraining and new training in learning how to utilize new applications and technologies.
To strengthen Vietnam’s readiness for overcoming the challenging road ahead and seizing the opportunity of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, it is important to build a highly-skilled workforce equipped with knowledge and hands-on practice in using technological and sci-tech advancements, as well as having foreign language proficiency and soft skills.
3. Creating a Forum of Smart Industries for Vietnam
The conference will be a global forum for scholars, researchers, experts and practitioners from Vietnamese and international institutions, organizations, businesses and enterprises to introduce and discuss initiatives and strategies for the development of smart industries in the Fourth Industrial Revolution Context.
4. Establishing a Network of Smart Schools in Vietnam
[bookmark: _GoBack]The conference also aims to establish a network, linkages and functional partnerships among Vietnamese and international education institutions, governmental and non-governmental organizations, business and advocacy groups for the development of smart institutions.
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